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From the Preacher—”On Mercenaries and Missionaries” / Bro. Austin Scott, Pastor  

“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no 
trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, that they may be 
praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 
received their reward. But when you give to the 
needy, do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, so that your giving may be 
in secret. And your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you.” 

 
Both are rewarded.  Both know their reward in advance.  
The only difference is that the hypocrite gives for the praise 
of others while the righteous knows their Father can reward 
them with treasure far greater than they could ever give.  
The same is suggested in prayer.  Prayer for the applause of 
others is exactly the wrong reward.  It is better to pray, Je-
sus says, “to your Father who sees in secret” because he 
will reward.  Why not pray to the One who can answer rather 
than the many who can’t? 
 
Does this make mercenaries out of every Christian mission-
ary?  Absolutely not!  Their motivation is pure even if they 
are aware of their reward.  For extra reading, I’d recommend 
studying Hebrews 11 with an eye on reward.  We’ll look 
more at the reward of resurrection in next month’s article, 
but for now we must ask and answer the question of resur-
rection as reward.  Some Jews in Jesus’ day didn’t believe 
in resurrection because it was a reward and the true believer 
wouldn’t seek the reward.  But in light of the teaching of the 
New Testament we must ask if being with your Savior in a 
resurrected body diminishes your love and devotion… or is 
that the logical desire (that is, to be with Christ) of the  
follower? 

 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they  

shall see God.” - Matthew 5:8 

Forgive me for even bringing these two groups into your mind 
simultaneously.  For the one brings up images of hired hands 
who would leave their work for a raise and the other brings up 
images of servants who wouldn’t leave their work for anything.  
To press the point further, we often think of mercenaries (not that 
we think of them often) as people who only work for a reward 
while we think of missionaries as those who work without reward.  
“I know they’ll be rewarded and are already rewarded now,” I 
think, “but to do it with the reward in mind makes them mercenar-
ies, doesn’t it?” 

 
If that were the case, why does Scripture talk about rewards for 
God-honoring behavior?  Why does Deuteronomy, a pinnacle of 
rules for God’s people end with a promise of blessing for the obe-
dient and curse for disobedience?  Shouldn’t they do it for God 
and nothing else?  Why does Jesus speak in Matthew 6 of those 
who pray, give, and fast in the right manner as receiving a reward 
from their Father in Heaven?  Doesn’t that make mercenaries out 
of ministers?  No. 
 
To adapt a picture from The Weight of Glory by C. S. Lewis, the 
problem with the mercenary is not that they are rewarded, but 
that they are rewarded in the wrong way.  To keep loved ones 
safe, protecting freedom and family, we would say is a proper 
reward for a soldier.  If a soldier fights with this reward in mind, is 
it wrong?  If a spouse engages in romantic relations for love and 
pleasure with their spouse, is it wrong?  No, because love and 
pleasure is the right reward of making love, but to seek other 
compensation does change the dynamic completely from loving 
spouse to prostitute.  The difference is not that one does it with-
out reward and the other does.  The difference is not that one 
does it without thinking about the reward while the other does.  
The difference is that the reward is the proper reward, the proper 
price for the task. 
 
This highlights the difference between the hypocrites in Matthew 
6 and the believer who truly practices righteousness.  Take the 
first section on giving from verses 2-4: 



 

 Praise and Prayer Concerns 

Grieving 
The family of Marie Louise Denton 
The family of Ruth Perkins 
The family of Anna-Marie Norment  
The families of those killed in the Florida school  
shooting.  
The families of Bailey Holt and Preston Cope 
The family of Nellie Vance  

Ongoing Prayer Needs 
Those who do not know Jesus Christ as their Savior                         
Persecuted Christians 
Area Churches 
Victims of Violence 
Victims of Natural Disasters  
Recovery Workers 
The Homeless 
Guidance for our Nation 
Those caught in addictions 
Thrive Church in Florida  
Florida school victims       

Those Battling Cancer 
Wayne Cooper                              
Ben Scott (radiation)                           
Vivian’s Nanny (chemo) 
Qwen Enlow 
Ella O’Bryan 
Glenda Ransom 
Hubert (chemo) 
Burna Morgan 
Mike Sullivan (Hospice) 
Sandy Bowles 
Marvin Mitchell 
Jackie Davis 
Deb Webb 
Lori (Pat Hall’s cousin) 
Misty Spencer 
Jill Morris 
Marlene Fraser 
Meme 
Bryon Boyd  
Sue Goode 
Carly Gensler 
Jackie Terrell, Sr. 
Cary Peal  

Nancy Kraps 
Bernice Gordon 
Lee Everett Holder 
Kelly Davis 
Gary Fisher 
Jamie Hack 
Nancy Gill 
Peggy Houser 
Darren Holt 
Theresa Wallace 
Joyce Agers 
Nicky Boulton 
Betty Lane 
Kay Piercell 
Mary Abernathy 
Sharon Cornett  
Charlotte Boulton 
Jessica Hall 
Charles Sullivan 
Linda Burnett 
Angel Thompson 
Penny Vaughn 
Tina Mundy 

Others with Concerns 

Shirley Moore (fall)  
Nancy Graves                   
Vivian’s Grandpa Burton                 
Kay Allcock                              
Tony Hudson (heart)            
Brenda Stephenson (heart)           
Marshall County               
Dakota Moore                                   
Judy Hall (chronic pain)            
Georgia’s neighbor            
Barvia Piper (surgery)             
Will Jones & family                  
Jabarie Bledsoe                      
Shannon Ryan 
Penn Gregory  
(Shirley’s great-nephew)                      
Infant Brayden (new heart) 
Jennifer Baker                     
Melanie Bristoe and family  
Charlie Quinton  
Tara Newby (Melanie’s sister) 

Cody Church 
David and CarlAnn Harris 
Cody Green                         

If you would like a note sent to someone on the prayer list send them through the church email. 

Our Military Personnel 
Gage Jacobs  
Tyler DeReeza (Italy)                                   
Richard Gregg  

I appointed a committee several months ago to explore ways to expand the congregation's 
voice in board decisions and to address problems caused by our shrinking size.  Our board 
had become so small that sometimes two people could make important decisions.  No prob-
lems had surfaced from this, but the situation opened us to risk and shortsightedness.   
 
K.K. Williams served as chair of the committee. The group worked diligently and conscien-
tiously to come up with workable solutions.  We should all thank them for their efforts. The 
first recommendations came in the form of revisions to the bylaws.  The most important pro-
posal is the addition of elected members to the board. Of course, these people would be cho-
sen by the congregation from the active members of the church. The proposal does not give 
them the duties of the deacons and elders but does give them a voice and a vote at board 
meetings.  
 
As members of the congregation, women would be eligible to serve on the board and to hold 
board offices. The committee did not make these recommendations lightly or without antici-
pating possible objections. They did, however, feel that these changes offered the best solu-
tion to our need for more voices in leadership.  
 
Copies of the proposed bylaws are available from Toby Dulworth or K.K. Williams. If you 
have concerns or suggestions, we would welcome those. But please be mindful of the need 
for solutions to our problems and bring revisions or suggestions and not just criti-
cisms. Please study these proposed changes carefully and pray over our situation. 

Tidbits from the Board / Toby Dulworth 

We are partnering with the City of 
LaCenter to provided an Easter 
Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 
31st in the LaCenter Park.  Like 
last year, we will be hiding eggs in 
the park, providing a few "special" 
eggs with prizes, then hosting re-
freshments afterwards.  It's a 
great time to meet children and 
families in our community.   
 

Be watching for more details on 
how you can be a part of this 
event. 

Our Military Personnel 
Nancy Graves (LifeCare) 
Howard Graves 
Jimmy McGullion 

Barvia Piper  

Praises 
The promise of Spring!   
God never fails us!   
Vivian's Nanny is getting stronger! 
Our God sees us and knows our every need! 

Those youth attending Chrysalis! 
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6 
12a-1p Prayer 
Meeting w/Austin 
Scott / FH 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Mark Tyler 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9 
 
 
 
 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Jordan Gough 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11 
10am 
Sunday School 
11am 
Worship Service 
6pm Bible Study 
“The Gospels”  
. 

12 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
Toby & Debbie 
Dulworth  
 

13 
12a-1p Prayer 
Meeting w/Austin 
Scott / FH 
 
 

14 

BOARD MEETING  
6:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 

 
 
 

 

16 
 
 
 
 

17 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Rachel Woolen 
Melanie Bristoe 
 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
Wayne & Mary Nell 
Dunn 

18 
10am 
Sunday School 
11am 
Worship Service 
6pm Bible Study 
“The Gospels”  

19 
 
 
 
 
 

 

20 
12a-1p Prayer 
Meeting w/Austin 
Scott / FH 
 
 
 

 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 

 
 

 
 

23 
 
 
 
 

 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

25 
10am 
Sunday School 
11am 
Worship Service 
6pm Bible Study 
“The Gospels”  

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
12a-1p Prayer 
Meeting w/Austin 
Scott / FH 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Matthew Graves 

28 

 
 

29 
 
 
 

30 
 
 
 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Alan Overstreet 

31 
 

1 
 

      

FH—Fellowship Hall 

10am 
Sunday School 
11am 
Worship Service 
6pm Bible Study 
“The Gospels”  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Sharon Dershimer 

FOUR WRITERS - ONE SAVIOR 

THE STORY OF 

THE GOSPELS 

Sundays @ 6:00PM 

It's never too late to join us for Sunday evening Bible Study.    
During March we will focus on how the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John recounted the early days of Jesus' ministry.  This study provides 
wonderful insight as to how God's Word is woven together through the 
accounts of eye witnesses to tell the Gospel story.  

Easter 

Sunday 

MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 
Services @ 7pm 



CONTACT US 
Phone:   270-665-5586 
Email:     office@lacenterchristianchurch.org  
Online:   lacenterchristianchurch.org   
Facebook:  lacenterchristianchurch 

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE 
Sunday School 10:00am 
Morning Worship         11:00am 
The Gospels Bible Study 6:00pm 

STAMP  
HERE 

STAFF 
Austin Scott, Pastor 
 

The Sojourner is a monthly publication of 
LaCenter Christian Church 
PO Box 270  
LaCenter KY 42056  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Easter Sunday is on April 1st and that's no fooling.  What a glorious way to begin the month of 
April!  This year's Community Sunrise Service will be held at Fairview Baptist Church 
at 6:30a.m. It's a great opportunity to celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ with our broth-

ers and sisters in Christ from the LaCenter area.  Don't miss it. 
EasterSunday 

And, if you haven't already, now is a great time to begin our 2018 Bible reading plan.  We're 
finishing the book of Numbers and will spend March reading Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, 
Ruth and beginning 1 Samuel. Don't be intimidated by the Old Testament.  You will be sur-
prised to discover how it's tied to the New Testament. A copy of the reading plan (usually  
only 2 to 3 chapters a day) is located in the vestibule or can be found online 

at lacenterchristianchurch.org. 

Please circle on your calendar the important date of March 29th. 
Our Maundy Thursday Service will be held that evening at 7:00p.m.  This moving service 
celebrates the Last Supper of Jesus Christ with his disciples. It also prepares our hearts 
and minds for the betrayal and crucifixion of our Lord and Savior who died as a sacrifice 
for the forgiveness of our sins.  You are encouraged to reach out and bring a guest to 
this special service. 

MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 

REACHING OUT… 
 

The church financially supports a number of organizations in our community, our country and our world.  Recently we have re-
ceived correspondence from several that we'd like to share with you: 
 

*St Mary Community Food Pantry — Your generous support has helped in providing assistance to 2,419 families during 
2017.  The community donated $47,568.75 and we have spent $47,431.50 on vouchers and food.  Without your generosity and 
that of others, none of this would have been possible.  Thank you for your continued support.  Shirley Marshall, Director. 
 

*Gideons International — Thank you for the opportunity to come on January 28th and share what God is doing through the distri-
bution of His Word throughout the world.  On behalf of the Paducah West Camp and Gideons International, thank you for the gen-
erous offering of $165.00 in addition to your annual contribution.  This will allow the Gideons to purchase and place 25 Bibles or 
138 Testaments.  We really appreciate the ways your church has supported the Gideons throughout the years.  Your Friend in 
Christ, Jack Rudy 
 

*Free Wheelchair Mission — Thank you for giving the gift of mobility in 2017.  By giving a wheelchair, you give a life-transforming 
gift that provides independence, restores dignity and renews hope. 2017 became the year that Free Wheelchair Mission gave 
away its one-millionth wheelchair.  That's over one million lives transformed in 93 countries. I extend our gratitude to you for part-

nering with us in this mission,  Blessings, Nuka Solomon  

http://lacenterchristianchurch.org/

