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From the Preacher—”A Lesson From Lovers ” / Bro. Austin Scott, Pastor
From the Preacher’s Shelf
When I was in college I had a friendship that grew apart. It
wasn’t from disagreement. In fact, disagreeing is one of the things that
brought us together. We would argue, debate, and discuss various
topics in brotherly love and I think we both grew from the experience.
We each gained and enhanced the ability to disagree while remaining
agreeable.
Then the semester changed and so did our friendship. Where
we had been close, regularly eating lunch or dinner together, now we
grew apart. The only fault to be placed was on our divergent paths of
study, the class schedule this entailed, and the other work we were
doing to pay for school. One evening as my friend returned to the
dorms we shared a moment of lament. He said that we were not as
close as we once were and I commented that it was a matter of time.
The investment of time we had been able to make the previous semester to feed our friendship was no longer being made and the distance
was obvious and understandable.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Perhaps this (and so many other relationships) is why I was so
intrigued by the title of John Ortberg’s book I’d Like You More If You
Were More Like Me. Not only is it catchy, but it certainly rings true of
how most relationships run down when the newness wears off. The
subtitle: Getting Real About Getting Close, helped seal the deal and I
knew I’d like this book. I knew the author was a great one known for
well told stories, perfect illustrations, and humor. I love the author, I
liked the title, and his point throughout the book left me saying,
“Amen!”
Ortberg’s understanding of intimacy is shaped by Dallas
Willard who has said, “Intimacy is shared experience.” From my experience I knew that sharing time with anyone can lead to a greater
intimacy with that person. Though this doesn’t always happen (think
co-workers who share an office, but little more) intimacy is not just for
married or soon to be married couples. In fact, what I loved most
about reading this book was how easy Ortberg makes it to apply this
view to every relationship. Does sharing experiences, no matter how
good or bad, with a spouse have the ability to bind them together even
more intimately? Aren’t soldiers who have seen the worst together a
“band of brothers” no matter the different lives they lived before enlisting? Ortberg also applies this intimacy-is-shared-experience view
to a relationship with God. This is where I really saw more clearly the
beauty of relating to God, seeing Him present in everyday life, and
wanted to cheer. In a world that recognizes the reality of drifting apart
and the loneliness that is so present, Ortberg lifts high the beacon of
intimacy with God, others, and self.
I often enjoy recommending specific books to meet specific
needs. Married? Read Cherish. Money? Read Dave Ramsey. But
I’d Like You More If You Were More Like Me needs no specific audience. Are your relationships strong? Read this book to strengthen

them further. Are your relationships struggling? Ortberg will set
the tone for mending them with humor and humility. Single?
Don’t skip this as a marriage book. It is so much more. If you
could use greater intimacy and understanding of God, others, and
self, I highly recommend this make the short list of books to read
this year.

Coming in February is a wonderful opportunity to
build relationships with our neighbors in LaCenter. On Saturday, February 23 at 6:00p.m., we are hosting a Community
Chili Supper in the fellowship hall. The purpose of this event is
to show the folks in our own back yard the love of Christ
through breaking bread and fellowship.
We are well aware that many residents of LaCenter do
not attend church. How many of them are looking for a church
home? How many of them have heard of Jesus but know little
about him? How many of them know nothing about Jesus?
How many of them are just waiting for someone to invite them
to church?
That’s a lot of questions and we don’t have the answers. But God knows. During our 12-Hour prayer vigil on
January 2 we selected the names of our neighbors to pray for
daily. We are in daily prayer for them now and asking God to
give us opportunity to build relationships with them. A Community Chili Supper is one way to reach out to them.
We’ll be going door to door passing out invitations,
and we encourage you to invite your neighbors to join us. We
hope to have all hands on deck that evening to give each of you
an opportunity to meet those who live in and around LaCenter.
If you live away from us, please be in prayer for our
efforts on February 23. We want our love for Christ to be evident to all. God so loved us that Christ died for us. We must
strive to be an example of that same love to a lost and dying
world.
John 15:12 “This is my commandment, that ye love
one another as I have loved you.”
May the Lord help each of us to spread His message of love
around the world until He comes.

“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to
remove mountains, but have not love, I am
nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not
love, I gain nothing. Love is patient and kind;
love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant
or rude It does not insist on its own way; it
is not irritable or resentful; if does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the
truth, Love bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things.
I Corinthians 13:1-7

Praise and Prayer Concerns
Those Battling Cancer
Tommy Pfuhl
Gwen DeReeza
Dennis Madison
Cindy Boulton
Charlie Vincent
Tyler Lee
Brenda Shankle
Mary Nell Dunn
Jerry’s close friend
Hubert Harned
Flo Schnuck
Nancy Kraps
Nicky Boulton
Jessica Sullivan's aunt
Ben Scott
Gwen Enlow
Mary Abernathy
Mike Sullivan
Bryon Boyd
Carly Gensler
Cary Peal
Sharon Cornett
Linda Burnett
Angel Thompson
Penny Vaughn
Tina Mundy

Others with Concerns
Mary Cunningham-recovery
Susan Jones
Will Jones & family
Kelly DeReeza
Jessie Hodges Heinrich
Trish Markham
Shannon Ryan
Mike Thomas
Cole Miller
Glenn/Jean Shelby
Meredith Minister
Faye Smith
Melanie Bristoe & family
Tara Newby
David & Carl Ann Harris
Cody Church

Our Military Personnel
Gage Jacobs
Tyler DeReeza-on assign.
Richard Gregg-VA Beach

Welcome!
We welcome Jerry and Donna Smith into our
church family. Though they’ve seemed like
family for some time, they made it official on
January 13th with a transfer of membership.
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for your prayers the past three
months. Appreciate the visits from Bro. Austin, Vicki and Linda Ryan. A special thanks for
the communion. Your caring is so appreciated.
I’m feeling much better and have about 3 to 4
more weeks before all is well.
Love, Barvia

LaCenter Christian Church,
The Board of Directors of River City Mission
wishes to thank you for your recent and continued contribution. We ask for your prayers
as we try to direct the services of caring for the
Grieving
The Family of Carma Lee Chandler homeless and overseeing that we are good
The Family of Mary Sam
stewards of all donations received.
The Family of Don Armstrong
Members of Board of Directors
The Family of Mike Ryan
The Family of Dorothy Osborne

Homebound
Barvia Piper (at Shirley’s)
Nancy Graves (LifeCare)
Howard Graves (home)
Jimmy McGullion (home)
Jack Cooper (Benton)
Brenda Stephenson (Superior)
Ongoing Prayer Needs
Those who do not know
Jesus Christ as their Savior
New church plant in Highland, IL
Persecuted Christians
Area Churches
Victims of Violence
Victims of Natural Disasters
Recovery Workers
The Homeless
Guidance for our Nation
Those caught in addictions
The homeless

Praises
Praise God for a heavenly Father who hears our prayers!
Praise God for the life of Carma Lee Chandler!
Praise God for Mary Cunningham’s successful heart bypass surgery!
Praise God for Donna Smith’s successful cataract surgeries!
Praise God for Jeff Gough’s successful foot surgery!
Praise God that Barvia Piper is feeling so much better!
Praise God for His mercy and grace!
Praise God that Sandy Boulton’s grandson is recovering following surgery!
Praises to God who loved us so much that he sent his only son to die for us so that, if we believe, we will have eternal life!
If you would like a note sent to someone on the prayer list send them through the church
email at office@lacenterchristianchurch.org.

Thank You Volunteers!
Our thanks to those who assisted with Cabin
Fever on January 25th. The kids had a great
time and it looked like the adult volunteers did
too. We sure do appreciate those who provided treats, set up the games, cleaned up afterwards and provided a fun-filled evening for
those who attended.
Nancy Graves
LifeCare of LaCenter rm 204
PO Box 269
LaCenter KY 42056
Barvia Piper
643 Moore Road
LaCenter KY 42056
Mary Cunningham (while recovering)
C/O Cathy Dodaro
373 12th Street
Atlantic Beach, FL 32233
Jessie Hodges Heinrich
5 Sunset Court
LaCenter KY 42056
Howard Graves
3686 Hazelwood Road
LaCenter KY 42056

February 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Jessica Sullivan

3 10am

Sunday School
11am
Worship Service

4

5

6

Prayer Meeting
Noon
Fellowship Hall

BOARD MEETING
6:30pm

12

13

7

8

9
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Debby Dulworth

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Lisa Stephenson

10

11
10am
Sunday School
11am
Worship Service
6pm
Bible Study

17

18

16

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Zachary Ringstaff
Keioshia Anderson

19

20

21

Prayer Meeting
Noon
Fellowship Hall

25
10am
Sunday School
11am
Worship Service
6pm
Bible Study

15

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Lalee Jo Graves

10am
Sunday School
11am
Worship Service
6pm
Bible Study

24

14

Prayer Meeting
Noon
Fellowship Hall

26

22
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Patty Hall

27

28

Prayer Meeting
Noon
Fellowship Hall

PRAYER GROUP
Tuesday’s prayer group is a great opportunity to gather with follow Christians and pray for the needs of our congregation, our community and our
world. Please join us in the fellowship hall at noon.

23
COMMUNITY
OUTREACH
SUPPER
6:00PM
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SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Bible Study

10:00am
11:00am
6:00pm

STAFF
Austin Scott, Pastor

A Matter of the Heart / Worship Committee
If you visited WalMart in early January you probably noticed that Christmas items were immediately replaced with
heart shaped boxes of candy, cards, Teddy bears, and other assorted gift ideas. Jewelry store advertising has picked
up on television. Can you tell Valentine’s Day is near? It’s all an attempt to appeal to your heart in hopes you’ll purchase gifts for the ones you love.
Yet, one can give and receive Valentine’s Day gifts without the heart ever being involved. The outward signs of
love—flowers, candy, or a special dinner, doesn’t always reflect the inward signs of a loving heart. “For God so loved
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal
life.“ John 3:16. Now that’s a gift! That’s a truly loving heart.
What a gift we’ve been given. What an example of love. We are called to live following this example. To change our
hearts to become truly devoted to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. To live obediently in His word, and pray without
ceasing. To give the gift of our time, our talents, our possessions to those in need. To share the Gospel with others
so that they may not perish. To give God the glory through lives lived with a heart guided by the Holy Spirit.
Want to make this Valentine’s Day the best ever? Choose to draw near to the one who loved you so much, He gave
His life for you. Your heart and your life will never be the same.

On Sunday nights we have begun using Ozark
Christian College’s free NextLevel resources.
Our current study is the Gospel of John using
these video resources. Come enjoy a cup of coffee and a goodie along with discussion and prayer. If you are unable to join us, you can still follow along by visiting occ.edu/series/john.
You’ll need to enter an email address. But if at
all possible, join us in the Fellowship Hall every
Sunday evening at 6:00p.m. Y

